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some of their platform planks which to us ap-
peared parochial, and to alter the name of
their association, we saw no reason why we
shonld mnot join up. The Farmers’ and
Settlers’ Association aeted accordingly last
year. Hence our membership of that party
to-day. Although the member for Roebourne
(Mr. Teesdale) in his allegiance to his old
chief, and the member for Pilbara (Mr.
Underwood) in his allegiance to the Under-
wood party, are not with us in the Country
Party, yet I feel they are very much with us
in sentiment, in thought and in desire.

Mr. Lambert: They could not he stam-
peded.

Mr. DURACK: I have been told that the
Country Party think only in terms of wheat.
That may have been the case in the old days,
under the Farmers - and Settlers’ Association;
but, finding their existence threatened, they
deemed it necessary to bring in new members
to proteet their own interests. They lhave
grown since then, and to-day probably they
are the most representative party in the
State. The field of their representation ex-
tends from Wyndham to Albany, and the
party represent all the primary industries of
the State, agricultural, pastoral, mining,
pearling, and to somec extent, forestry. I
hope that as a party we shall be able
to bring to bear on the questions to
come before us that breadth and broad-
ness of vision which is characteristic of
the extent of the areas we represent,
We elaim to be freer from party prejudices
than any other party in the House; we claim
to be representative of both eapital and
labour; we realise that both sides should get
a fair deal. Some of us by our energy and
perseverance may have acquired a certain de-
gree of independenee, but not to any degree
the amount we are often eredited with.

Mr. Teasdale: You have had to work for it.
Mr. DURACK: That is so.

Mr. Teesdale: Work that would stiffen
some of those opposite.

Mr, DURACK: We realise that capital
shoulll be protected, and cnjoy without fear
of disturbanee that little which may come
to its share. Every member of the pnrty
knows the difficulties of the man on the land.
Probably all of us have been on the land,
and know what has to be suffered and en-
dured there. As a pioneer, I know what the
pionecrs of this State and of Queensland have
guffered. Can it be said that we have no
feeling for the men on the lower rung of the
ladder when, in point of fact, we know from
personal experience what they have to en-
dure. We may differ in our opinions at times,
and probably we shall make mistakes, as all
parties do. While endeavouring to serve our
constituents to the best of our ability, we
hope, when the bigger issues come before us,
to sink any parochial views which we may
possess, keeping always in mind the best in-
terests of our State, our Commonwealth, and
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_that Empire to which we have the proud

honour to belong. -
On motion by r. Mullany debate ad-
journed.

BILL SUPPLY (No. 1) £1,640,320
Roturned from the Council without amend-
ment.

House adjouwrned at 1037 p.m.

Legislative Council,

Thursday, 25th August, 1921.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WYNDHAM MEAT
WORKS,

Hon, A, H, PANTON atked the Minister
for Education: 1, What was the amount of
capital expended on the Wyndham Meat
Works prior to 30th July, 19163 2, What
amount has been expended from 1st August,
1916, to 30th June, 19217

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied. 1, The amount of capital expended on
the Wyndham Meat Works to the 30th Tuly,
1916, was £148,065 1s, 6d., but in addition
there were at that date commitinents to the
amount of £230,000, 2, The amount ox-
pended from 1st August, 1916, to the 30th
June, 1921, was £592,790 5s. 11d., including
the above £230,000.

STATE TRADING CONCERNS
Motion Expunged.
Hon. A, LOVEKIIX (Metropolitan) [4.33]:
T have a motion on the Notiee Paper, the de-
bate on which was adjourned from the 2nd
August, reading—

That there be laid upon the Table of the
House the balance sheets and profit and
logs accounts of all State trading concerns
and State enterprises to the 30th June last,
irrespective of whether the audits of same
have been completed or not.

In view of the faet that these balance sheets
have now been laid on the Table, I suggest
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that the order of the (ia,v be expunged from
the Notice Paper, in order to save printing
it cach day. .

The PRESIDEXNT: The hon. member is not
yuite in order in suggesting it at this stage,
ut [ think it might be dene.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sixth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY (East) [4.34]: 1
with to join with other members in expredsing
regret at the loss the House has sustained by
the death of the lon, E. M. Clarke, He
wag one of the early pioncers of the country
and he knew the requirements of the State.
We could always rely upon his adviee and
everyone knows that in his views we could
place the utmost confidenee. I welcome Mr,
Willmott who has succeeded him as a rep-
resentative of the South-West Provinee. [
congratulate the Government upon |having
been returned with a good majority to eon-
tinue the control of the affairs of this State
for another three years.

lon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Unless there
is a dissolution, .

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: In view of the cx-
pression of good will by the electors through-
out the State, it is hardly likely that a dis-
rolution will take place. A change might
have been expeeted vonsequent upon the cor-
ditiopn of the finances. In the Governor’s
Speech this is the first matter referred to,
and we should make it the first matter for
ovur attention. I thought that Parliament
would have been called together very much
earlier. I understood that the life of the last
Partinment was extended with that object in
view., It was quite reasonable to expect
that Parliament would be called together
almost immediately after the elections, in
order to give members an opportanity to con-
sider the finaneial position of the State.

Iion, J. Cornell: Not to consider it, but
to do something.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: I sineerely hope
that suggestions will be made by members ¢f
this Housge as well as another place as a guide
to the Govermment whereby savings and
ceconmnies might be effected, so that the posi-
tion of the country, which is undoubtedly
sound, might be represented in a proper light
to people outside. Dnring the last few vears
such an immense amount of borrowed money
has been expended by both State and Federal
CGovernmenta that the people have beeoue
somewhat extravagant. Owing to the very
lavish expenditure throughout the war and
since by the respective Governments in Aus-
tralia, the people have not settled down to
the bona fide work of the country in the way
of produetion, An immeuse amount of moncy
has been spent in the large centres on works
which T do not think have been really repro-
duetive. From figures which have been placed
before vs recently, this expenditure has cer-
tainly led to the congregation of a larpe
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number of people in the bigpger centres rather
than encouraging them to go out into the in-
land arens, wherein, [ believe, lies the only
chanee of uandertaking reproductive work
which will aid in vestoring the finances to a
satisfactory basis. With regard to our rail-
wars, our State trading coneerns and business
undertakings, very lavish expenditure has
been influlgel in; and this has led to an in-
flation in the cost of everything that has to
be produced, as well as in wages. [t has
necessitated very much more expensive super-
vision and the present position is that the
general control of the finances has almost
heen removel frowm the hands of Parliament.
This is due in a great weasure {o the awards
which from time te time have been delivered
hy the Arhitration Court and to the various
conferences which have dealt with wages in-
creases, AS a reswlt, a very much more ex-
pensive system has been created.  Although
our railways show a mueh greater vevenue
during recent years, the expenditure has in-
creased out of all proportion, and this has
robbed the railways as it has robbed every
other trading concern of any chance of show-
ing as good results as in the past.

Hon. €. 1. Baxter: Were not there in-
creased costs to run the railways!

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: These bave been
created Dby the expenditure of borrowed
money. There has been a2 huge expenditure
of Commonwealth and State borrowings, and
the practice has become guite a pernicious
one. Private concerns in ordinary commerce
have had o eompete with the expenditure of
Government borrowed money, and the com-
petition engendered has put everything in a
false position. I admit that it is very diffi-
enlt for the Govermment to put up a hetter
showing in conncetion with the State trading
concerns, the tramways or the railways.
Whatever department we oxamine, we find
that the costs generally have been increased.
To right the position we ghall have to go
back to bedrock and endeavour to reduce
working costs and encourage greater produc-
tion. T bave been hopeful of seeing the Gov-
ernment, both State and Federal, ceasing the
large undertakings which they have been con-
tinning for some ycars past. We might east
our minds back some years to the time when
the Labour Government came into power un-
der the late Mr. Daglish, That Government
decided that it was necessary to adopt a
mark-time policy because there hail been too
great an cxpenditure in Western Australia,
which, it was considered, would resuM in the
¢ountry getting into difficulties, if they con-
tinued on such a lavish scale. T firmly be-
lieve that that Government were working on
sound lines. Undoubledly, however, it did
not suit the electors of that period, for at the
firat opportunity the people had of altering
that condition of affairs, they gave an em-
phatic decision which prompted sncceeding
Governments to continue the same lavish ex-
penditure of publie funds. Huge borrowings
have been undertaken by successive Govern-
ments jrrespective of whether the money ex-
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pended was likely to bring any fair return or
not, and irrespective of the manner in which
it was expended. Right throughout the his-
tory of tlie expenditure of this borrowed
money, the Government have been in the posi-
tion of not receiving more than 5s. worth of
work for 20s. expended, and that state of
affairs has been reflected in the experiences
of commerce and trade genmerally. It may
become necessary to adopt a mark-time pelicy
for some considerable time, so as to encour-
age greater soundness in our financial posi-
tion. That applies not only to the State Gov-
ermment, but to every trading coneern
-throughout the State. Many private individ-
vals have been twitted for not finding em-
ployment for the labour available. Many
people will find, from the financial position
they are in, great difficulty in employing
mora labour. TUnder awards of the Arbitra.
tion Court, they find they do not get a fair
crack of the whip when they embark upon
improvement works. It is only by getting
a fair and square deal that we can expect
those people fo continue their operations in
order that production may be increased.

Hon, A, 11, Panton: What industries do
vou suggest the Arbitration Court has held
up?
pHc.'m. V. HAMERSLEY: There is a gen-
eral tendency on the part of many employers
from time to time to embark upen work but
they find that, because they can only employ
one man on one class of work, they cannot do
s0. They are compelled to pay extra rates
or different rates for work which they may
require that one man to do. A man may be a
very useful, all-round worker, but he cannot
be employed beeause the work may be elassed
as earpentry or plumbing or blackamithing,
respectively, and different rates would have
to be paid for each elass of worker,

Hon. .J. Cornell: That type of individual
would be a useful man.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: It is men of that
type who are helping this country to get
along and they are essential throughout the
whole State. There are numerous instances
among men I know where they will not spend
money if they are to be brought into con-
taet with such experiences as T have indi-
cated, because of the diffienities which crop
up. Because of this position, many under-
takings, which would be helpful. to Western
Australia and would result in greater de-
velopment and the creation of new avenyes
of business and trade, are not proeceded with
because people will not embark capital in
view of the diffieulties confronting them,
Yor instance, under awards people have to
pay the fares of workers both ways and also
have to pay wages during travelling time,
We realise that there is evidenced a tendency
to stop business proceeding. Little matters
like these when considered throughout the
State as a whole, have a very detrimental
effect upon work which is vital in the inter-
ests of the country. This position has given
rise to a certain amount of stagnation in the
State at the present time.. It has also re-
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sulted in fewer men being employed than
wvould otherwise have heen possible.

Hen. A. H. Panton: You will not find any
award in Western Awvstralia responsible for
that sort of thing.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: This leads to a
consideration of our railway construetion.
There has been a considerable degree of
extravagance in connection with expenditure
upon railway construction. I will never for-
get the time when it was decided to open
up the lands of this State by the construe-
tion of railways. In the absence of water-
ways and cheap carriage of that deseription,
the railways were suggested. Mr. Teesdale
Smith offered te build 1,000 miles of railway
for one million poupds. It is a pity that
that coutract was not accepted. It had the
effect, however, of railway construction being
carried out at a less cost than was previously
the experienee. Railways cost not less tham -
£4,000 to £5,000 per mile. In view of Mr.
Teesdale Smith's proposal it was decided im-
mediately to alter the system of railway
construction, and the next lengths of rail-
way were built for about £1,400 or £1,500
per mile,

Hon, B8ir Edward Wittencom: When was
that?

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: I think it was in
1910. It is interesting to note from the
figures placed before members, that the whole
railway system at present lLas cost over
£5,000 per mile, That includes the mileage
throughout areas where there are mo engin-
eering difficulties whatever and where the
lines should be laid down very cheaply. The
railways in those areas crossed sandplain or
flat counntry; there were no rivers to cross;
no bridges to cross, and no engineering diffi-
culties whatever. One would have thought
that the construction of s¢ many railways
of that deseription would have resuited in
a reduction of the mileage cost, yet we see
the appalling sum of £5,000 per mile pre-
sented to us as the cost of our railways.

Hon. J. Cornell: There are no railway en-
gineering  difficulties in Western Augstralia
at all.

Hon. V., HAMERSLEY : I think that under
this heading there has been some fearful
extravagance going on. T believe it is largely
due to the svstem of construeting railways
by day work instead of by contract. Timher
companies have laid down light railways
earrying practically as heavy leads as those
carried over the light agricultural lines, and
they have been able to comstruct them much
cheaper.

Hon. T. Moore: They have a lot of acci-
dents there.

Hon, Sir Edward Wittenvom:
that interjection would come,

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: At any rate, al-
though these timber lines carry heavy logs
and 50 on, almost equal to the loads earried
on the light agrieultural lines, they are con-
structed much more cheaply than the Gov-
ernment lines,

I thought
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Hon. C. F. Baxter: They cost about £1,500
a mile,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Even if that be
sp, it is an extraordinary thing that the cost
of the whole mileage system stands at over
£5,000 per mile. This becomes more notice-
able when it is realised that the highest
costs impose a penaity on people who have
to use the railways. Although the rates and
freights have been increased considerably, we
cannot make any headway, because the costs
are inereasing by leaps snd bousds. It has
been suggested frequently that a tax should
be imposed upon the owners of land along-
side railways, so as to force the lands into
us¢ and to force the owners to do more with
them. It is impossible for people to improve
their land, however much they know it would
pay them to do so, on the pame extravigant
. scale that the Government are able to spend
borrowed money. The people have to sit
back and wait until they ean see a better
opportunity and better conditions ahead of
thiem, hecause they cannot pay the high wages
and charges demanded. It may be said that
if these men cannot do anything with their
land it would be better for them te sell it
At the present moment those who try to sell
their land privately find that there is not o
market for it. I know people who put land
on the market, but were unable to sell
it. Private owners cannot dispose of land

in competition with the Government. The
Government are giving land away just
as much as they ever did. They are
giving it away on Tbetter terms and

conditions than were given to the earl-
ier settlers who came to Western Australia.
Not only are the Government giving away
land to-day, but they are lending money for
ils development and, generally, seeing to it
that the settlers want for nothing, That is
a very good policy, and I only marvel that
under those ¢onditions people do not rush the
land, Many men who, to my knowledge,
took up land eight or ten years ago with no
capital at all, are wealthy men to-day. They
were not afraid of work. Statisties show
that those who have gone on the land are
primarily responsible for the major part of
the State’s reverme. It wounld be very pood
for the State if many more of the people of
the metropolitan area went on the land.
Hon. J. Cunningham: Land is being taken
up to-day faster than it ean be surveyed.
Hon., V. HAMERSLEY: The pioneers did
not wait for it to be swrveyed. They simply
went ont and marked trees as their boun-
""daries. ‘There are some very good areas sct
apart, nobody being allowed to go on to them,
principally because they are beyond railway
ecmununication. As soon as the Government
arc in & position to provide further railway
faeilities there will be plenty more land
available.., Another question of which we
hear a good deal is that of the lack of ade-
quate water supply in Perth. T narvel that
the Government have not turned to account
the surplus water in the Mundaring Weir.
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It is truly extraordinary that that water
should be allowed to lie uauged, while we
have in the metropolitan area a magnificent
market for it, The people of Perth do not
care whether the water comes from Mun-
daring or from the Cauning scheme, It is
incredible that the Government should dream
of incurring huge expenditure in carrying
out the Canning scheme when there is so
much surplus water available at Mundaring,
In 1910 a small pipe line was run down
from Mundaring through Midland Juuction
to Maylands, That pipe was purposely kept
small te prevent an extension to Perth. Many
of us contended at the time that the pipe
ought to have been larger, and the water
brought to Perth,

Hon. A. Lovekin: The weir would not
gtand the draw which would be put upon it.

Hon. V. MAMERSLEY: We have often
heard that contention, Yet, not more than
one-third of the water in Mundaring Weir
has ever been used in any one year. In 1914
the greatest quantity of water was drawn
from Mundaring, and still it amounted to
only oue-third of the total. For a small ex-
penditure of, say, £100,000, the Mundaring
watpr could be brought te Perth. The over-
head charges, ineluding interest and sinking
fund, would not be more than approximately
£7.000 per annum,

The Minister for Eduecation: The,engineers
say that for one thing the height iz insuffi-
cient.

Hen, V., HAMERSLEY: Still, only one-
third of the water in the weir has ever been
ursed.

The Minister for Education: T mean the
height of Mundaring as against the height
of Perth.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Tf the water can
be puomped to Kalgoorlie, it ean be pumped
t~ Perth.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The weir is 80 fect
higher than is Mt. Eliza.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: I understood
that the water could be gravitated to Perth.
At all events, I am convineed that if the
water can be pumped to Kalgoorlie, it can
be pumped to Perth.

The Minister for Eduecation:
price.

Hon, V, HAMERSLEY: The price would
be far less than that involved in the develop-
ment of the Canning scheme, which probably
would run into a million pounds, whereas the
water from Mundaring would not cost more
than £100,000.

Hon. J."Duffell: That would only provide
for present requirements. ‘What about the
Tutere?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY; There is nothing
to prevent another 10 feet being put on to
the present Mundaring wali which, I am teld
by ap engineer, wounld double the eapacity of
the weir. Alse I am informed that if thers
be any doubt about the strength of the wall,
piers could be added at a relatively small
cost, It would be very much better to adopt

Yes, at a
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that scheme and so convert o losing propoesi-
tion into a substantial asset.

Hon. A. Lovekin: You would get to the
salt after drawing a certain quantity.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: That would ap-
ply to any scheme, What appeals to me is
that we have already the large catchment
area at Mauandaring, whereas at Caonring the
land woulil have to he resumed at great ag-
gregate vost.  Another vonsideration is that
by the adoption of the Mundaring scheme
the people of Perth would get their full
supply of water very much earlier than they
would if the Canning scheme were definitely
adopted. 1t was contended in this Chamber
many years ago that the goldfields water
supply scheme would result in a gigantie
loss, and that it should be a charge, not upon
the people of Perth, but on the State as a
whole. Then we were told that if the people
of Perth were allowed to use the surplus
water they would have to carry the loss
upon the scheme as a whole. My view is
that there is an excellent market in Perth
for the surplus water at Mundaring, not-
withstanding which that huge quantity of
water is allowed to lie unused in the weir.
It is deplorable that we should not use it.
The capacity of the DMundaring Weir is
4,630,000,000 gallons, The greatest quantity
that has been drawn in any one year was
1,478,000,000 gallons. For some vears past,
smaller and smaller quantities have been
drawn for the goldfields. In the bhope of
relieving the position, the water was turned
or to the agricultural areas, but that de-
velopment made scarcely any difference at
all. The consumption of water from Mun-
daring has been less each succeeding year.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: How much
a year are we losing on the eoncern, £80,000?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : It used to be
that, but it is very much more than that now,
Tast vear Midland Junetion and Maylands
consnmed 251,000,000 gallons. We have over
300,000,000 gallons Iving fn 1he weir unused
every year.

Mon. A. Lovekin: You allow for evapora-
tion, and sec where you are,

Hon. ¥, HAMERSLEY: T ¢annot make a
cilenlation at the moment. 1 vertainly under-
stond from those who kuew more about the
subject than T did that this wonld be a
o seheme and that Perth ought te have haid
it years ago; indeed Perth should have it now,
We are losing an enormons som of wmoney
every year on the seheme, amd we should be
able to stop that loss and at the same time
confer o henefit upon the eitv. T hope the
Government will go into the matter serionsly.
1¥ the evaporation is so groat all that aneed
he done s to add another 10 feet to the weir,
and thus deuble the quantity of water held
there.

Mou. P BB, Willmott: Tt was worked out
on g three years' drought hasis.

Tlan. V. HAMERSLEY: Yes, and the
water has overflowed every year sinee the
woir wis constrocted,
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Hon, A. H, Panton:
lions of gallons,

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: There is the
nevessary staff alrealy engaged at the weir,
and if it is pecessary to put on another pump-
ing station it can be placed there on the snme
spot. 1 congratulate the Minister and the
(tovernment upon the resnlt of the work of
the Royal Commission on Edueation, 1 hope
the Government will put the recommenda-
tions of the Commission into practice, at all
events so far as the establishment of an ag-
rienltural college is concernel. It does not
seem right to talk about further expenditure
just now, but it does seem extraordinary that
this country should say it cannot afford to
establish an agricultural college, The coun-
try cannot afford to be without one.

Hon. 8ir Edward Wittenoom: If they did
away with sceondary edueation they could
have a college.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: There are people
in the outside world who are sending their
gons to Canada and America for edueation in
agricultural matters. If an opportunity
were afforded here to give young men the .
necessary teaching in agrienlture we should
probably get a considerable number of stu-
dents. We would have to provide them with
a good grounding on agricultural matters on
good land. If we did that there woult be no
difficulty in finding yonng men with eapital
to come to this country, whereas at present
they go elsewhere. 1 have frequently been
asked to take the sons of certain people whe
wish them to embark upon an agrieultural or
pastoral earcer, Tt is impossible for the pri-
vate individual to find the acecommodation
necessary.  Owing fo our White Australia
pelicy the wives of the agriculturists and
pastoralists generally have to do their own
work, and it wonld be too great a trial for
them to inerease the number of their house-
held in this wav.

Hou, €. 1°, Baxter: And the yonng men
woull neot e taught the seientific side of
arrieulture,

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: Tt wounld not be
fair to the parents or fo the students to
send them to an ordinary farm.: On a farm
cvervone has his vegular duties. awl there
is no time to go into the scieutific side of
things, No stulent would, therefore, get the
hest resnlts out of the time he would spend
on a farm. Some years ago a board of agricul-
ture in this State made certain recominenda-
tions, but they have evidently heen pigeon-
holed.  Amongst the reeommendations was
that no expenditure in the direetion of agri-
evltural teaching shonld be made ut Chap-
rian, Brunawiek, or at Narrogin, but that
wlhen the Government were in a poxition te
erect an aprienltucal college seme loenlity
convenient to all those centres should  be
vliosen and an up-to-date eollege crected
there. .

Hon. Sir Fdwarnl Wittenoom: Was it a
board of apgrienlture or a seleet committee !

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: It was a board
of apgriculture, Later, a committee was ap-

To the extent of mil-
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pointed by the Government amd it recom-
mended that the site chosen shovld be within
20 miles of Spencer’s Brook, Within that

radius there are many loeplities which
would be suitable .for the purpose.
I regret that mothing  has been

done since, and that no opportunity has been
afforded to young men to come here from the
outside world in order to learn the science
of agriculture, I[n St. George's-terrace one
regularly comes across parents who wish to
place their sons on the land, bat they want
to know that they will receive proper tuition
and training, and do not care to send them
where they will not get this. It is a deplor-
able statc of affairs. We have a great deal
of cheap land in Western Australia, and why
the Government have not been able to see
their way to erect this college I cannot un-
derstand,

Hon, C. F. Baxter: Our Western Austra-
lian students are attending every agricultural
college in the Eastern States.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: It is a shame that
this guestion has not been grappled with be-
fora. If we place these young men on good
land T am sure that the State will derive a
benefit, and we shall get better results from
our land than we have bad hitherto. The
more fertiliser that is carrie@ over our rail-
ways at 4 low rate the more wheat we shall
get baek in return. This is only a business
proposition. We should teach these young
men how to make the best use of their land.
To this end it would be a good thing if fer-
tilisers were carried over the railways at
cost price, because of the greater return that
would come to the State by means of the in-
ereased yield of wheat. Any expense incurred
by the Government in this direction would be
.speedily  returned throngh the development
of our inland areas, and through the number
of immigrants that would be attracted to our
shores. The Eastern States are attraeting
many of our young wen to the land, and I
should like to sce them coming to Western
Australia,

Hon. C, F. Baxter: They are getting our
own hoys already.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: That is so. There
are certain members of this Chamber who
holil views somewhat opposite to those held
by other members. There have been depu-
tations to the Goverpment asking that work
should be found for certain uncmployved. We
are faced with the extraordinary position that
we see leaders of labour telling men not to
aceept work, and we hear that on some of the
stations there are men picketed at certain
eentres to prevent men taking good honest
wages for the work that is required of them.
We know that there is a shearers’ strike,
This eountry and the settlers, and all those
embraced in the wool industry, have, directly,
seffered a loss of at least £100,000. The bot-
tom has practically fallen out of the wool
market, and matters are going to be worse.
Al the indications point to prices dropping
atill further. Tt is extraordinary that there
should be any people in the country advising
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men not to take good wages, simply on the
ground that they must stand out for some
principle. It is all very well when everything
is looking resy and we can view matters
through beautifully coloured spectacles, but
no one in Australia can say that things are
of that hue at present. I hope that we shall
he able to pull together and endeavour to
give better advice to the men in the country,
Alen are inclined to objeet to taking on good
work because of the fear that they may be
regarded as blacklegs or scaba. It is easy to
use these epithets, but it is to be hoped that
the men will see the wisdom of aceepting
good and profitable work when it is offered
instead of looking out for some of the points
which have been raised from time to time.
T hope that a better view of things will be
talken amd that the several industries of the
eountry will have the opportunity they de-
serve of developing. We should all pull to-
gether, and help the Government to put the
State into a more satistactory condition in
the years that are to follow.

How, A. J. H. BAW (Metropolitan-Subur-
ban} [3.28]: I join with other hon. members
in congratulating Mr. Willmott upon his elee-
tion to this Chamber. T alse deplore the death
of my old friend Mr, Clarke, who was un-
doubtedly a worthy type of the old pioneer
who Jid so much in the early days of the
settlement of this State, Mr. Hamersley
*has referred to the Mundaring water scheme
and to Perth heing supplied with water from
that souree, The schene has been condemned
by, I believe, every expert that the Govern-
ment have employed to investigate it; not
only their own experts, but experts from the
Eastern States. 1 trust the public will not
be led away by this red herring that is drawn
across the trail, but will insist vpon Perth
obtaining an adequate water supply from the
natural source, the Canning River. The sup-
plies that would be available frem Mundaring
would only be adequate for the future devel-
opment of the city for the next few vears.
Under those conditions it woull be absurd
to spend a large sam of money—1I helicve,
consilerably more than £1000M—in bring-
ing a merely temporary supply to Perth.
The war has now been over for more than
three years, but the problems left hy it have
not yet heen settled. Furope is still in a
turbulent condition, one involving misery and
distress over practically the whole of the
Continent.  Most momentous problems are
confronting the statesmen of the world, In
my opinion, it would take the judgment of
Holon and the wisdom of Bolomon combinéd
te find solutions for the problems now haras-
sing British statcamen in particular. While
we lhere can do very little indeed to help
towards those solutions, we can do something
to hinder by the attitvde we take up here.
Some two years age, on my return from
the war, I made. an appeal for unity and
tolerance among the various sections of the
comnumity. As T say, it is not in our power
to agsist towards the solution of the prob-
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lems confronting the Old World; and why
should we upset our own community by the
unceasing agitation whiech has been and is
going on here? We have our own difficulties
to face, and I think they are sufficient to
tax the ingenuity of onr own statesmen.

Hon. A, H. Panton: We have enongh to
keep us out of mischief, anyhow.

Hon. A, J. U, SAW: The great problem,
of course, is that of finance, as every member
has said. When moving the Address-in-reply
two years ago, I urged the Government te
tackle that probiem. Unfortunately, however,
the matter has been allowed to drift, until
now it is so pressing that it forees itself
upon the attention of the Government. So
far us I ean see, there are only twoe ways
for a State or a private individual when in
finaneial diffievlties: the first is to Aiminish
expenditure, and the second is to increase
revenue.  Unfortunately, both of these meas-
ures are very unpopular with the electors.
Thev involve sacrifices on the part of afl
sections of the community. I trust, however,
that the Government will not be deterred by
that faet, but will proceed to grapple wiih
the diffienlty boldly, and to bring our income
and our expenditure into eloser aceord. I am,
nevertheless, rather doubtful about this, be-
cause I know what cheery optimists we
have controlling the Government purse at
present. However, neither the policy of wait
and see and drift, nor that frame of mind
whieh imagines that nothing matters because
‘‘the money is in the pockets of the people,’’
ean avail us at this juncture. Unfortunately,
the money is not in the pockets of the people.
Tt gets spent, and very often spent in an
utterly unprofitable manner. While I am
quite in aceord with a policy of diminished
expenditure and increased revenue, I would
also  advocate bold measures regarding
schemes which may increase our production,
schemes for ecxtending land settlement and
encouraging immigration. Those seem to me
to be the only sane lines on which to pro-
ceed. Travelling through this State and sec-
ing its magnificent resources, one cannot but
be filled with optimism. Whenever I go out
into the countrv—as, fortunately, T do fairly
frequently—I come back to Perth delighted
with what I have seen in the rural distriets.
But on returning to Perth, and again viewing
the ever incrgasing and ever recurring de-
ficit. the ceaselegs strikes, and all that
is done to hawmper production, the bitter
class warfare that is continually in progress,
and apparently ceverything being done to in-
crease our difficulties, then my optimism, T
must confess, gives place to peéssimism,

Hon. A. H. Panton: We have fewer strikes
in Western Australia than in any other part
of the world,

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Even if that is so,
we have too many.

Hon. Sir Fdward Wittenoom: God help
the other parts of the world!

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: T observe from the
Speech that the Government propose to take
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measures towards removing the hospital in-
cubus from their shoulders. I have not seen
the Bill for that purpose, and consequently
cannot say anything either in praise or in
blame of the measure. However, as this
House knows, I am not altogether satistied
with the method of management at present
obtaining, at any rate so far as the Perth
Public Hospital is concerned.

Hon. A. H. Panton: And you are not the
only one, h

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: But T will support
only such a measure as I consider caleulated
to increase the efficiency of the medieal ser-
vice. Otherwise, the Bill will not receive any
support from me. I daresay hon. members
think T am rather obsessed with two sub-
Jjects—one being publie health, and the other
being education. However, 1 regard those
two things as undoubtedly among the most
important factors entering into the life of
the community. Unless a man has a trained
mind in a healthy body, the possession of
mere money bags is of very little utility to
him. Unbappily, the subject of health i
very unpopular. The only time when peaple
take an interest in it is during somc scare
of an epidemic; and then they rush to the
other extreme, and lose their heads. I must
own that in 1918 and 1919—I speak more
cspecially of the latter year, because T was
here then—the pusillanimity exhibited by the
people of Australia was perfectly disgrace-
ful. They cntirely lost their heads on ne-
eount of the influenza epidemic. Recently
an effort has been made all over the Com-
monwealth to form an Australasian assoeia-
tion in counection with public health. A
mecting was held at Goverument House, pre-
sided over by His Excellency. T regret to say
it was very sparsely attended, and, so far
as T know, very few persons beeame members
of the association. As far as Western Ans-
tralia is concerned, the subject may, I fear,
be regarded as stillborn. There is the old
adage—

When the Devil was sick, the Devil a
monk would be;
When the Devil was well, the devil a
ionk was he.
1 am afraid that that is the attitude which
everyone takes up regarding lhealth matiers.
1 personally would like to see more promin-
ence given in the Cabinet to a Ministry of
Health. At the present time that subject is
lost in the multifavions duties of the Colonial
Secretary. .

Hon, J. Cornell: What we want is an up
tn date burean of medical research and
scienee,

Hou. A. J. JI. SAW; That is a large sub-
jeet, perhaps, for our little community, We
want sweh a burean in Auwstralia, However,
I think it would be well if a separate Minmis-
tey of Health were inaugurated here. Possi-
bly that department might be combined with
one other department; but which one, is not
for me to say,
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Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: It would
wmean another ¥£1,200 a year. )

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: The Ministry of
Health might take the place of one of the old
portfolics. The Government promise to bring
down a Bill dealing 'with the continuation of
the wheat pool, at all events in Western Aus-
tralin. My attitude towards that measure 19
that unless the rights of the consumer are
going to be recognised, the Bill will have no
support from me. Recently we have had a
most ridiculous position in Perth. That was
in connection with the strike of bakers. We
found that wheat was being sold to our
bakers here at above the price at which it
was being sold to other parts of the world.
The baker has the price of his commodity,
bread, regulated by the Prices Regulation
Commission, just as is done in the case of
other traders, It seems to me anomalous thai
we should have such a Commision dealing
with the prices of all sorts- of commodities,
but not with the price of wheat to the loeal
consumer, I have nothing but sympathy for
the farmer and the settler. I believe that
every thinking man in this State realises
that the future prosperity of Western Aus-
tralia depends on settling our vast areas and
bringing them under cultivation, and doing
those things as quickly as possible. I know
that the political power is at present vested
in the Country Party. But if the Country
Party continue to pursue a selfish and nar-
row policy, there will undoubtediy be a very
decided re-action among the rest of the com-
munity. Surely the history of other coun-
tries zhould bring that home to us. A good
many years ago the iniquitous corn laws in
England swept a party out of power. Dur-
ing my own life time, and in fact not so
very many years ago, the cry of the dear
loaf swept tariff reform off the board in
Great Britain. And the same sort of thing
is liable to happen here. Undoubtedly, the
Country Party hold the political balancé of
power. I will ask hon. members to consider
for a moment how the Country Party come
to hold it. In the Legislative Assembly the
mean average number of elecfors for each
member is 3,453, There are five members
who have constituencies of less than 1,000
voters each. There are 11 members who have
eonstituencies of less than 2,000 voters each,
There are 10 members who represent less
than 3,000 voters eaeh. That is to say, over
half of the Legislative Assembly is returned
by a quarter of the voters of the whole State,
Now let me put some more figures before
hon. members: Roebourne 580 electors, Can-
ning 9,800, Menzies 729, Leederville 8,000,
Cue 758, Subiace 7,828, Pilbara 652, Clare-
mont 7,196, Mount Margaret 832, East Perth
6,607. Those, of course, are the extremest
comparisens that can be made; the worst
instances, so to speak. I have no doubt 1
shall be toid that the small constituencies I
have selected) are not altogether Country
Party constitvencies. True, they are not.
The majority of them are just back blocks
constituencies. But the point iz this, that
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in those back blocks the voter has ten times
the political power of the voter in the metro-
politan .area. The voter in the country dis-
tricts generally has two or three times the
political power of the voter in the metropoli-
tan arca. This Chamber exhibits a some-
what similar disproportion. There is, as we
continually hear, rather more than half the
population of this State in the metropolitan
area, including of course Fremantle. That
arca returns nine members to this Chamber—
or less than a third of the total membership.

Hon. G. W. Miles: For the wealth that
area produces, it should not have any mem-
bers here.

Hon. A, J, H. BAW: That is a point T
want to come to presently. I am sorry my
friend Mr. Stewart is not present, He
spoke yesterday on that point, the point of
produetion. It is absurd of course to regard
the city as a primary producer. If the city
is not a primary producer it has other func-
tions, and I maintain that the townsman is
just as necessary to the country as the coun-
tryman iy to the town, They are comple-
mentary, not antagonistic. When I heard my
friend speak with reference to the towmsman,
I was led to believe that the townsman was
a paragite who preyed on others. FPersonally,
whenever I find myself in the presence of a
primary producer, whom we are tamght to
regard as the salt of the earth, I realise
what a very miserable worm I am.
Tn the city we have our teachers to
assist in giving the countrymen higher
education, and we even provide for the
countrymen a professor of agriculture at
the University. We have our doctors and
hospitals to heal their sick; we- have our
Inwyers who keep the countrymen out of
gaol or who put the other fellow in;
we have our merchants who trade with
them—the merchants buy the produce of
the countrymen amid supply them with wvar-
ivus necessaries, We have also our tailors who
clothe them; we have our dressmakers who
robe the wives and daughters of the country-
men in gilks and soft raiments,. We have
actors and various other people who contri-
bute towards the amusement of the country-
men, and then again we have the spieler and
confidence men who take them down, relieve
them of their superfluous eash and allow
them to go home again. Whilst we in the
town have the highest opinion of the country-
man, unfortunately the countryman does not
reciprocate. He regards us as Antonio re-
garded Shylock, and to the countryman, in
the words of Shylock, seomewhat modified, T
would say— :

Hath not a townsman eycs; hath not

a townsman hands, organs, din:engions,

senses, affections, passions 7 Tf you prick

ug, do we not bleed? If you tickle us, do
we not laugh? If you wrong us, shall we
not revenge?
T trust they will bear in mind these remarks,
perhaps somewhat lightly made, or even per-
haps take them to heart, and that they will
entertain a higher opinion of we unfortunates
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who have to dwell in the towns, and who are
regarded by them as people ‘‘who toil noet,
neither do thev spin,’’ merely consumers of
the countryman’s proeduce. [ was much in-
terested too in the remarks that fell irom
Mr, Panton. 1 was glad to find that he, as
President of the A.L.P. or in his capaeity as
a member of this Howse, is able to set aside
ceonomic laws. 1t has always been incul-
cated in me that production is the main
=ouree of a country’s prosperity, that it in-
crenses our wealth.  Alr, Danton said he was
glad to see that the ery *‘Produce, produce,
produce’’ had bheen abandoned.

Hon, A. M, Panton: 1 did not say 1 was
plad.

Hon, A, J. H. §AW: 1 understood the
Lon. member to say that he was pleased, anil
i do not think my .inference is very wrong
liceause the hon. member went on to talk
about warehouses that were being stocked
with goods and the granaries with
wheat, adding that at the present time
+ there was no demand for labour, and
that he regarded the position as an
ill, This is not an ill; it will have
the effect of lessening the price of com-
moilities to the consumer. Is it not better
to have the warehouses and the granaries full
ruther than have them empty?

Hon. A. H. Panten: Do they remain full?

Hon, A, J. H. SAW: The hon. member
rcferred to the President of the Farmers’
and Settlers’ Association as a czar. I can
only compare Mr. Panton, if he will cxcuse
my doing s0, as the President of the AL.P,
to a king, namely, Canute. I hopc he
will be flattered; but when he hears the
reference he may not be flattered. Hon.
members will remember that Canute, told by
his courtiers that he had power over the laws
of nature, sat still by the seaside within
1cach of the incoming tide, te rebuke his
flatterers, and told the tide to vecede. Of
course the tide took mo heed. 1 faney Mr.
Panton will have to tell his snpporters some-
thing of the same kind when he is faced
with the stern facts of reality should the
time ever come when he has fo take a re-
sponsible position in comnection with the
government of the State. The only other
matter [ wishk ta touch upon is the subject of
lunacy reform. 1 notice that the Govern-
ment intend to appoint a KHoyal or some
other kind of Commission to investigate the
matter, The guestion is one whirh troubles
all of us. We all want to do what is best
for those unfortunates who are mentally
afficted. As I said when T spoke on the
Lunacy Bill last session, it is a great pity
that the Government did not secure the ser-
vices of an alienist of repute to come here
and report on our system and management.
1 do mot attach mueh importance to the find-
ings of select committees and other bodies
that have inquired into the subject beeause,
unfortunately, the members of those bodies
lack the neeessary knowledge to enable them
17 thoroughly investigate lunaey matters.
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Hon, Sir Edward Wittenoem: What about
the Edueation ("emmissjon?

Hon. A. J, H, 8AW: T may inform the
bon. gentlemian that the Chairman of that
Commission was a gentldman of the highest
tneational repute in Australia, and that the
gther two members are well known to the
conumunity, and s T shall not say anything
aliout them.  The lon. meinber can deeide
for himself whether they were competent or
incompetent, But hetore he eriticises the
work of that Commission T hope to heaven
he will read the report. [ believe tlie Gov-
ermment at the present time have got them-
selves into such a position in eonnection with
lunacy administration that the appeintment
of a Commission is inevitable, Why that
Commission is to be appointed I wonld not
like to say. 1 do not know whether it is to
be appointed hecause of the demand made
iv the journalists, or the Country Iarty.
But T did see that on the day following the
carrying of a resolution at the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Conference on this subjeet, an an-
neuncement was made. One person, however,
did not move in connection with the pro-
poged appointment of the Commission and
that was, the Colonial Secretary. That Min-
ister has my sympathy berause his position
is rather unenviahle, That is all I have to
say in this connection. [ have much pleasure
in supporting the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-reply.

Hon, T. MOORE (Ceotral) [5.55]: I join
with other hon. members in expressing my re-
gret at the loss the House has sustained by
the death of the Hon. E. M. Clarke. At the
same time I wish to congratulate the new
member on his election to this Chamber. 8o
far as the Governor’s Speech ia concerned,
it does not seem to me that there: is anything
new in it. Tt 18 very similar to what has
been dished up here vear after year. Owing
to the fact that we are having such a strenu-
ous time, one would have imagined that the
Speceh would have contained somnething new,
something in the way of a suggestion to get
us out of the tangle we have drifted into.
We certainly are in a tangle, and a pretty
awkward one, too, but from what we have
had offered to us here, and even from the
suggestions whiech have been made in this
Chamber, [ cun see no light at all. Regard-
ing what was said by the hon. member who
has just xat down, T shall call attention to
the faet that what is contained in this year’'s
Specch about the ery “‘produee,’’ was also
in the Bpeech of last year. That Speech
gaid:—

My Advisers, however, because of the
ability of the State to produce in abund-
anee many of the things of which the
warld is most in need, feel that the pros-
peets are encouraging and that vigour, en-
terprise, and goodwill amongst the people
are alone necessary to repiace the material
losses of war and to inaugurate a period of
expansion.
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A gooid deal has heen said abont the fact that
our warchouses are full, that we have a plen-
tiful supply of things that we ave in need
of, But what I amn most concerned about is
that whilst this was correct last year regard-
ing the things that we could produce and sell
at a profit, it is not correct this year. Many
of our primary produets are unsaleable. We
are not in the lappy position that we were
in 12 months ago. As hon. members know,
the back country has been hit pretty hard.
All qur buse metals are practically valucless.
The mines where men were working 12 months
ago are idle to-day, which means that many
men are unemployed. Therefore the Bpeech
was wrong 12 months age when it forecasted
that we bad so many things to sell and for
which we could find buyers. At all events,
what was said then has sinee been proved to
be incorrect because our mines are idle. I
regret that sueh is the ecase, and I regret
also that the breezy optimism of those who
are running the country to-day is not war-
ranted. We have to face the facts as we sce
them, and I join with other hon, members
in hoping that both employers and employees
will pull together to get the finances of the
country straightened out. I have no wish to
see anything in the way of trouble taking
place. T never have had such a wish, and it
i3 incorreet for members to believe that we
who represent the Trades Iall have always
been looking out for strife. If hon, mem-
bers had been amongst ug they would readily
have learngd that our great trouble was to
keep the men from getting into diffienlties.
That bas been proved day after day by the
work which has been earried out by the dis-
putes committee. Reference has been made
.b_\- Country Party members to the shearing
trouble. I wish hon. members to know that
the A 'W.TU. offered to agree to the appoint-
ment of an independent arbitrator, one who
would be acceptable to both parties. The
duty of that arbitrator would have been to
zo into the merits of the dispute and arrive
at a decision. If anything can be fairer than
that I have yet to learn what it is. We say
that Mr, Lee Steere, believing that times
were bad, was trying to force the men who
were organised to become disorganised. Mr.
Lee Steere, I think, has made a great mis-
take. After all, it would be better for the
employing class also to always have labour
organised, Otherwise there would be much
more trouble than there is to-day. By hav-
ing labour organiszed, and by capital being
organised as we know it is, it is possible to
get along well, but if we disorganise that
which has been organised, we shall have more
trouble,  Therefore, I hope members will
bear this‘in mind, This is what the A.W.T.
have offered: an independent arbitrater to
be set up to go into the merits of their case.
Nothing could be more fair.

Hon, A. J. H. Saw: No one in this Cham-
ber is against trade unionism.

Hon. T. MOORE: T feel sure members are,
judging from the speeches to which I had to
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listen Quring the last election campaign. Dur-
ing a campaign we are not always speaking;
sometimes we are listening to what the other
chap has to say, and to the awfnl tales told
about the Trades Hall leaders and the trade
unions. People were led to believe that the
regpousible men were awful fellows.

Hon. J. Cornell: That was at election
time.

Hoi. T. MOORE: As a matter of faet,
politics are one of the last things discussed
at election time, T regret that such is the
case, but I know it is so. -

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Some people
think that the question of arbitration came
a litile late.

MMon. T. MOORE: The question was
hrought to the fove because, in the old times,.
we had wnorganised labour and more troubles
with a smaller population than we have to-
day,

Hon. 8ir Tdward Wittencom: Otherwise I
think it is anceessful,

Hon. T, MOORE: One cause of trouble is
that arbitration proeccedings are so slow. I
have spoken about that before, and expressed
the hope that the Act would be made more work-
able. [ntil soch time as we are in a positien
to find a better substitute, it is best to ad-
here to arbitration. Dr. Saw remarked that
he was quite pleased when he went into the
country and realised the wonderful possibili-
ties of this State. When T go into the eovn-
try, and partienlarly into the provinee I ve-
present, I am not at all pleased, because of
the faet that the goldfields, whieh were one
of our greatest asscts, are being squelched
principally owing to the high freights and
high cost of materials, combined certainly
with 2 risc in wages. The output of the
mines is falling off. Coming nearer home to
the lead mines at Northampton, I found dur-
ing a recent visit that men who were pre-
viously employed in the mines were walking
about and no work was being done. Some
members talk about bringing immigrants to
this State. I believe that we nced tens of
thousands of immigrants to settle this State,
but T say that at the present time we are
luring immigrants from the older parts of the
world under false pretences. While in Lon-
don last year, I saw in the office of one of
the State Agents General a beautiful picture
which showed nice green fields, a nice honse,
a good rond, first class catfle, pig and poultry
vards, and in the distance the cattle grazing.
The zrtist had even gone so far as to depict
a telegraph or telephone line leading right
into the house. It is quite wrong to repre-
sent Australian conditions in this way. When
people are lured here by such prospects of
well-doing and comfort, and then find out the
real conditions, I am not surprised that they
drift back to the cities. People who are lured
here under these beliefs will not go outback.
They expect to find a beautifully finished
home provided for them, and thev naturally
stay where such a home is procurable, We
ought to picture conditions as they really ex-
ist, farms that are to be made, not farms
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which are made. When we get to the stage
that we can set up the finished article, it will
be quite soon emough to advertise it as such,

The Minister for Education: You did nof
see that in the office of the Agent General for
Western Australia.

Hon. T. MOORE: No, in our Agent
Gencral’s office there were samples of beauti-
ful corn and wool and other commodities
which had been produced here, It was 2
fairly decent show, and not so misleading as
the other. T will not mention which State
the picture I have indicated was supposed to
represent. All I can say is that it was very
deceptive. That is why quite a number of
immigrants on arriving here are in a position
to say that they were indweed to come out
under false pretences. At the present time
we have emigration officers for each State.
T do not know how the States stand; I do
not know what part of the work has been
passed over to the Commonwealth and what
part is retained by the State, Why should
all this bungling be going on? Why should
not we or the Commonwealth deal with the
position? Tt is remarkable that although piec-
tures of the sort I have outlined are being
ghown in the Strand, instead of men clamouring
to come to this country, they are rushing to
enligt in the Spanish foreign legion to fight for
2s, 6d. or 3s. 6d. a day. A cable message to
this effeet appeared in the local Press last
week. Rather than come here with the pos-
sibility of setting up homes for themselves,
they are ready to rush into another fight.

Hon. A. J. H, S8aw: Perhaps because they
like a serap.

Hon. T. MOORE: My experience of fight-
ing men was that those who were most eager
were often the poorest. .

Hon. J. Nicholson: Perhaps they do not
know anything about the opportunities here.

Hon. T. MOORE: It is true that many
of those who enlisted in the Spanish foreign
legion were described as ex-service men, They
might have been men who had good cushy
iobs in England while the real war was on.
When we remember that there are so many
nnemployed in Great Britain, and that we are
prepared to assist them to come here, it
seems jueredible that there shonld be a spee-
tacle such as we read of in the Press on the
10th August. A eable message published on
that date read—

Unemployment—Riot in London—Tim-
ber Yard Afire. Serious rioting occurred
at Gilksten'’s timber yard in East London
-—the largest timber yard in England. Some
five thousand un=mployed men, many of
whom had waited throughout the night,
went to the yard in response to an adver-
tisement for fifty men, and they were so
enraged by their failure to secure work
that they broke the gates and raided the
firm's offices. Foot and monnted police
were summoned from the surrounding sta-
tions, unttl they were five hundred strong,
and they forced the crowd out through the
gateways. Bome hours after the riot had
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been quelled -the yard was set on fire,

stocks worth abont £1,000,000 being threat-

ened with total destruction. The yard,

which covers twenty-one ncres, became n

blazing inferno. Mr, Gliksten informed ihe

Press representatives that the unemployed

were totally unconnected with the outbreak

of fire, which began on the side at the

Lea Canal, and that side was unattainable

by the unemployed. The danage caused by

the fire is estimated authoritatively at

about £250,000.
This is what ean happen under the wonder-
ful system kunown as eapitalism During the
war tﬁe British workers were promised that
after the termination of hostilities a new era
would be ushered in, instead of which wé
find Great Britain to-day in a state of seeth-
ing discontent. Men rushing to get work in
a timber yard—not a cushy job—must have
presented an awful speetacle. I wouder that
such men do not come out here. Yet these
men who were s0 anxious te do somiething
for themselves cannot be induced to come to
this State. Tn Western Australia we have an
uwnemployed problem, and it is growing worse.
This worries me more than anything else.
Some of us are supposed to represent
the workers. I am here to do the hest I can
for this State. In Victoria and New South
Wales, which States I visited receutly, there
is & huge unemployed problem, I have a
snapshot which I took from the steps of Par-
liament House, Melbourne, showing a c¢rowd
of 1,500 ex-service men who marched to Par-
liament House to urge that work should be
provided for them. I do not wish this prob-
lem to grow worse. Qur warehouses and fac-
tories are full of commodities and there is no
werk for the men. We are wondering what
is going to happen. Only yesterday I was*
informed on good authority that at Collic 100
additional men had been put off. When re-
trechment is begun, and the Government of
course have started it by cancelling certain
trains, the sarions effects are experienced right
through the State. Every time a man is put
off, the effect ja reflected in the business of
the little town in which he is living, The
fact of 100 men being put off at Collie means
that certain trains will be cancelled and that
the wages formerly paid will no longer go
into circulation. The greater the number of
men retrenched, the more widespread the
effeets become. We are agitated to know
where this is going to end.

Hon. G. W, Miles: What about going inte
the country?

Hon. T. MOORE: A certain number of
men can work in the eountry, but a lot are
not fit for country work. A man who can
undertake this work can he readily placed,
but skilled artisans and men who have been
in eertain trades for the greater part of their
lives are not suitable for work in the coun-
try. Having spevialised and got into a groove,
they are handicapped by reason of having
followed the one occupation =o leng, This
is one of the problems we have to fare. We
want to have nothing but goodwill existing
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between employers and employees, but if em-
ployers intend to stand off and dictate their
own terms to men who have fought for many
vears to gain the conditions they are now
enjoying, no progress will be made. It is of

no use the employers standing off and saying,-

““We will give you a job, but your wages to-
day are too high.”” The men of Australia
have fought for many years to gain a decent
standard of living, and they will stick to-
gether and fight hard against any reduction.
The workers do net mind how soon a start
is made to bring down the prices of commodi-
ties, When that has been done, the employers
may talk about bringing down wages. What
we are determined to do is not to bring down
the workers’ standard, the right of the work-
ers aml their wives and families to live in
decent comfart. Our men have been working
honestly and hard fer years past and now
that the warchouses are full, their work is
done for the time being and they have to
walk the streets. One wishes there was
some other system so that the workers should
not have te put up with thig state' of affairs.

Hon, A. J. H, Saw: The other system ends

in Russia.

Hon. T. MOORE: That is exaectly
what was told the people at the last
clections, and what the elections were

fought on. I kwnow nothing about Russia,
notwithstanding that T have read all the avail-
able literature about it. Interjections such
ag that either in this Chamber or among the
workers, will not get us any further. Let
us find a commonsense way out of the diffi-
culty and let Russia look after herself, Those
who opposed us at the general elections were
talking of us as if we were Bolshevists.
Hon. A. J. H. Saw: My interjection meant
the other system,
. Hon. T. MOORE: There are many other
systems, and if I had time I would touech on
some of them. T bape that during the seasion
we shall be able to devise means to bring
the expenditure of the State into closer ac-
cord with the revenue, 80 that we shall be able
to make things better and brighter for the
community.

On motion by Hon. A. Sandersen, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.
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QUESTION—POLICE DEPARTMENT,
COMPLAINTS.

Mr. RICHARDSON asked the Minister for
Miunes: 1, Is he aware that it is alleged that
gerious friction exists in the detective foree
consequent on the high-handed treatment of
members of that foree by a senior officer?
2, Is he also aware that privileges, relative to
the hours of working, conceded by the Com-
missioner to members of the force, have been
nutlified by the action of Detective Inapector
Condon? 3, Is he further aware that mem-
hers of the detective foree have, during the
past two months, been compelled by circum-
stances to report the conduet of this officer to
the Commissioner? 4, If so, has any inquiry,
departmental or otherwise, been made into
these complaints, and what aetion, if any,
has been taken by the Commissioner?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
Xo. 2, No; the Commissioner’s instruetions
are being carried ont. 3 and 4, Two mem-
of the branch saw the Commissioner with an
alleged grievanee, which he personally invest-
igated and satisfactorily . settled.

QUESTION—ROTTNEST ISLAND,
AGCOMMODATION.

Mrs. COWAN asked the Colonial Secre-
tary: 1, How many bungalows and flats were
allotted to applicants for aceommodation for
the Rottnest season 1921-22 before the appli-
cations closed on the 3rd August? 2, How
many personal friends and relations of the
officers in charge were allotted bungalows or
flats? 3, To whom were the bungalows and
flats allotted? ¢, How many of the suceess-
ful applicants for this year were also ex-
tended the same privilege last year, and in
the-years 1918-19192 §, In view of the poliey
of the Board of Control to give preference
to country and goldfields applicants, what is
the proportion of suceessful town and coun-
try applicants? -6, Is a date stamp placed
on application when received? 7, If too
many applications are received, by what
method are the allotments made?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, None. 2, Nome. 3, Bungalows—I.ocke,
Lappin, Richards, Couper, Campbell, Chand-



